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CHAPTER 18 

Commentary 
 

Verse 70  

 

In this verse, Lord Krishna reveals that whenever one studies (adhyeshyate) the sacred 

dialogue between Him and Arjuna (in other words, Shrimad Bhagavadgita), He will 

consider it as an offering to Him of one’s intellect/wisdom through jnana yoga. Lord 

Krishna had earlier repeatedly told Arjun to surrender his intellect to Him (see verses 8.7 

and 12.8). This does not imply that we stop using the intellect; rather it means we utilize our 

intellect to the best of our ability to propitiate and worship Him. Even if someone is reciting 

the verses of Shrimad Bhagavadgita without fully understanding the meaning, yet the 

Supreme Lord will accept those chants as pure propitiation and worship of Him. Just as a 

common person may sing a song extolling the virtues of some great personality, such a great 

personality hearing it will become most pleased and that common person will become dear 

to him. So, in this way Lord Krishna is affirming that just by reciting the verses of Srimad 

Bhagavadgita, one will become dear to Him as one will be glorifying Him by doing so.  

 

Verse 71 
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Lord Krishna further confirms here that anyone with staunch faith in Him, without malice 

and envy, who even hears verses of the Shrimad Bhagavadgita from one of His devotees, 

without directly reciting those oneself, is qualified to be freed from one’s sins as well as to be 

released from samsara, the perpetual cycle of birth and death. Such a blessed one will join 

the ranks of the devoted servitors of the Supreme Lord, abiding eternally in the 

imperishable spiritual realms. 

 

Verse 72 
 

In this verse, Lord Krishna poses two questions to Arjuna: (1) has His divine discourse 

known as Srimad Bhagavadgita spoken by Him been fully comprehended with focused 

attention and (2) has it dispelled his dark delusion of ignorance (ajnana sammohah)? In 

Chapter 2, Verse 9, due to delusion, Arjuna had said that he would not fight in the battle. It 

can be discerned by the tenor of the question that if all delusion and ignorance has still not 

been eradicated completely, then Lord Krishna is prepared to explain it again to His 

devotee. Here Lord Krishna is exemplifying the role of the spiritual preceptor. An exalted 

spriritual master will always instruct his disciples until he is absolutely sure that their 

ignorance has been completely dispelled. 

 

Verse 73 
 

In this verse, Arjun joyfully declares that all his delusion about the self (atma or the 

immortal soul) has now been dispelled as he has now achieved realization of his eternal 

nature by the grace of Lord Krishna. Therefore, Arjuna is now ready to stand up on the 

battlefield free from all doubts and clear about his dharma to execute his duties as a 

kshatriya warrior and follow the commands of the Supreme Lord. The word moha means 

delusion. Moha is also infatuation with the physical body believing it to be the actual self 

instead of just a vehicle for the jiva or embodied being. Moha is also delusory 

misconceptions about the nature of karma as well as the nature of relationships to family, 

friends, race, country, planet, etc. Only by the Grace of the Supreme Lord, all such 

delusions, doubts and misconceptions can be dispelled. This is what is known as “spiritual 

knowledge”.  The “material knowledge” does not require grace. We can pay educational 

institutions or teachers and receive the material knowledge in return, but spiritual 

knowledge can neither be purchased nor sold. It is offered only through God’s Grace and 

received through faith and humility. Thus, if we approach the Shrimad Bhagavadgita with 

an attitude of false pride or arrogance, we will never be able to comprehend it. Our intellect 

will find one or the other defect in the scripture to dwell upon, and on that pretext, we may 

even reject the entire scripture as incorrect. That is why Arjun had to surrender all his 

intellect to Lord Krishna in order to receive this spiritual knowledge. 

 


