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Chapter 17 

Verse 12  

 

That yajna or propitiation and worship which may be superficially performed according to 

the Vedic scriptures but is factually plagued with desires to acquire the fruits of its rewards 

and is ostentatiously enacted out of pride and pompously carried out for honor and prestige 

is in the mode of Raja Guna or passion. Pure devotion is that where one seeks nothing in 

return. Shree Krishna says that sacrifice may indeed be done with great ceremony, but 

without expecting any rewards in return. 

 

Verse 13 

 

In this verse, Lord Krishna elaborates on activities in the mode of Tama Guna or ignorance. 

Any religious ritual or ceremony of any kind that is vidhi-hinam or devoid of following the 

ordinances and injunctions of the Vedic scriptures and without being conducted by those 

who are pre-eminent both in precept and in practice, such as the Brahmins, and where there 

is no charitable donation to the priests performing the religious ceremony, is recognizably 

known to be fully situated in tama guna, the mode of ignorance. The words asrashtha-

annam means without the sanctified food and ingredients required to perform a 

bonafide yagna or propitiation and worship. The prohibition is that no ingredient may be 

acquired from those without faith in God; so it is a mandatory requirement that all 
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ingredients are to be received only from the devotees. Those situated in tama guna cannot 

fulfil this mandate.  

 

Verse 14 
 

In order to explain the three types of austerities incorporated in the three gunas or modes 

of material nature, Lord Krishna in this verse describes their character first as that of bodily 

austerity, that of verbal austerity and that of mental austerity from each of the 

three gunas from where the  tapas or austerity manifests. The bodily austerity involves the 

worship of the Supreme Lord Krishna or any of His authorised incarnations and expansions 

in their installed deity forms after being duly initiated in the prescribed mantras by the 

spiritual master, worship of the brahmins, worship of the singular diksa guru, the initiating 

spiritual master, and the elevated shiksha gurus or the instructing spiritual masters. The 

word shaucham means internal and external cleanliness. The word Arjjavam means no 

duplicity, meaning the intention of the mind and the action are not different. 

Brahmacharyam is maintaining celibacy. Ahimsa is about not causing harm to any living 

entity by thought, word or deed. All these activities constitute austerity of the physical body 

in sattva guna, the mode of goodness. 

 

Verse 15 

 

Lord Krishna speaks of the austerity of speech as “swadhyaya” or the self study of the Vedic 

scriptures, such as the Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads, Ramayan, Mahabharata and others 

along with the chanting of Vedic mantras. Also speaking words that are totally truthful, 

inoffensive, and beneficial to the ones addressed. All these are austerities of speech 

in sattva guna the mode of goodness. 


