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Chapter 16 

Verse 13 + Verse 14 + Verse 15: 

 

In these three verses, Lord Krishna describes the parameters by which the demoniac 

mentality functions. He uses the word idam meaning this. The idam He is talking about 

refers to possessions such as wealth, property, family, etc. The demoniac mentality is that 

“all my possessions have been acquired by me alone, by my own efforts and exertions”. The 

word manoratham means desirable object. Ignoring all issues of morality, the demoniac 

think that whatever they find pleasure with is for their enjoyment without restriction and 

they will scheme to obtain it by any means possible. Lord Krishna illustrates here the hellish 

and degraded path they traverse. The demoniac only respect power and might. They will 

destroy whatever is an obstacle to fulfilling their ambitions and desires, not hesitating to 

injure or even kill others. The demoniac think that their ideology is superior to anyone else’s 

and they resort to deception, hypocrisy, intimidation, and force to coerce others to believe 

and accept such a fallacy. They delude themselves by thinking, “I am the most powerful. I 

was born into a dynasty of aristocracy and wealth. Who else in this world is equal to me? 

Who else by dint of their exertions have acquired every pleasure there is to enjoy and 

secured so much happiness and stability? I will eat, drink and be merry, enjoying sense 

gratification to the maximum without restraint. There is no need for me to believe in any 

god or supreme power; but any way I will perform some pseudo rituals and imitate some 

pious activities by ostentatious donations for charity to gain renown so others will think that 
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I am also a great religious personality as well.” The demoniacs are captivated by lust, greed 

and false ego. They make concerted efforts to orchestrate events to try to influence others to 

acknowledge them as superior and, in the process, immerse themselves deeper and deeper 

into illusion. The demoniacs exercise considerable power and various areas of control 

because they are so completely deluded as defined by their own degraded mentality. Thus, 

they keep themselves enslaved in bondage by incessantly pursuing materialistic desires and 

mundane goals due to following false ideologies and belief in erroneous concepts. 

 

Verse 16: 
 

The demoniacs, infatuated by illusion and bewildered by ignorance, foolishly base all their 

hopes and dreams upon the material existence, which is transitory, temporary and 

impermanent. Consequently, they are deluded by their incessant desires, grand ambitions 

and grandiose schemes of what they shall do, what they shall accomplish, what they shall 

acquire and what they shall enjoy, all propelled by the desire of power and wealth which 

they think will give them happiness and longevity. But, in reality, they are devoid of the 

grace of the Supreme Lord Krishna who is the ultimate controller of all. The demoniacs, no 

matter how powerful they may be or how much they appear to be controlling, are 

completely enmeshed in the web of illusion like fish trapped in a net which although 

appearing to be swimming freely are factually caught when the net is tightened. The 

demoniacs are incorrigibly addicted to lust, greed and insatiable propensities for sense 

gratification. The demoniacs possess diabolical dispositions and depraved degraded habits 

and activities that doom them to descend and suffer for their sinful activities in in the 

darkest of hells. 

 


